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STORY





THE PAST HAS HELPED DEFINE 

ROTHERHAM’S ECONOMIC FUTURE 

AS IT IS NOW HOME TO THE 

GLOBALLY RENOWNED ADVANCED 

MANUFACTURING PARK (AMP).

Rotherham is a significant town in  

South Yorkshire on the banks of the River Don,  

closely linked to its near neighbour Sheffield. This is 

a place that came to life on the back of the iron and 

steel industries and has skill and hard work ever 

present through its history and shaping its future.  

It is an area with a wealth of mineral reserves which 

led to glass, brass and ceramics manufacture and 

engineering businesses. 
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Many people are surprised how green and rural 

the Rotherham area is, with majestic properties 

and estates such as Wentworth Woodhouse and 

Roche Abbey resplendent within the attractive 

landscape. There is a farming and visitor 

economy not readily associated with the area,  

as well as burgeoning creative industries and  

an increasingly vibrant cultural life.



WENTWORTH
 WOODHOUSE



The town centre has a beautiful heart dominated by 

Rotherham Minster, the Heart of Steel sculpture and 

some fantastic buildings. From a shopping perspective 

the High Street was the town centre winner of  

the Great British High Street Awards in 2015,  

which celebrates its sensitive and appealing 

regeneration as well as its amazing array of 

independent shops. You can also enjoy the Parkgate 

retail experience and the ever popular Meadowhall 

shopping venue is a short distance away.







ROTHERHAM

IS A

SPECIAL

PLACE



We’ve taken a long hard look at our town and area so 

we know what’s special about Rotherham and can be 

clear what we need to focus on in order to be thought 

about and chosen. 

WE’RE CLEAR ON WHY 

WE ARE SPECIAL AND 

HOW WE ARE DIFFERENT.
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offer, captures the essence of the area and will 

be what puts us ‘on the map’ for all the right 

reasons. It is unlikely that the words we use to 

represent this new thinking will be seen by our 

‘customers’ – they’re not marketing slogans but 

instead describe the essence of the  

‘new Rotherham’. They will determine how 

we develop our offer through the way we 

communicate, what we build, the environment  

we create and the way we behave.
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about our future.  We are looking to the future with 

confidence because we already have so many of the 

building blocks in place.







THE 

THEMES 

OF THE

 ROTHERHAM 

STORY



ENGINEERING
EXCELLENCE
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Rotherham has an amazing industrial heritage 

and its role within the industrial revolution is 

etched into the DNA of the place and its people. 

This is a town and area that made things, 

from bottles to cast iron fireplaces, and it 

still does today. The work ethic and skills of 

the population are shaping a new future for 

Rotherham, which respects where the place has 

come from but more importantly is uncovering 

and pursuing new opportunities.



The AMP on the edge of Rotherham is the jewel in 

the crown of the Sheffield City Region and the UK. 

This 100 acre site is an internationally recognised 

centre for engineering, innovation, research and 

manufacturing excellence. The AMP has some of 

the world’s leading materials and manufacturing 

technology organisations: 

Technology developed on the AMP is already being 

utilised in leading edge projects, such as Formula 

One racing and the next generation of military and 

commercial aircraft, including the new Boeing 787 

Dreamliner. AMP is home to world leading thinking 

and globally respected brands such as Rolls Royce 

and Sandvik Coromant, as well as newer companies 

championing disruptive technologies.
THE UNIVERSITY OF 

SHEFFIELD ADVANCED 

MANUFACTURING 

RESEARCH CENTRE (AMRC) 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

BOEING, ROLLS-ROYCE, 

CASTINGS TECHNOLOGY 

INTERNATIONAL, 

TWI TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 

AND THE NUCLEAR AMRC. 
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ERotherham is already looking to the next stage 

of investment in high value manufacturing with 

the potential Advanced Manufacturing Innovation 

District (AMID). This will ‘supercharge’ activity 

already underway in the Rotherham/Sheffield 

economic corridor. This will build on the success 

of the AMP and combine research institutions, 

innovative businesses and business incubators 

with urban living. This will represent Europe’s 

largest research-led manufacturing cluster and 

be a first for the UK.



Rotherham boasts ‘excellence’ in the businesses 

and research organisations that give it worldwide 

manufacturing prominence. However, it now intends 

to set that same standard for all aspects of its 

development and pursuit of prosperity. It includes the 

development of its creative and cultural industries, 

from independent artists, musicians and makers,  

to the arrival of Grimm & Co or new digital companies 

working at the forefront of gaming technology. 

We have some of the top performing schools and 

colleges in Yorkshire, who are helping to grow the 

local skills and talent we need to thrive.

FROM THE REGENERATION 

OF THE TOWN CENTRE TO 

IMPROVING SKILLS ACROSS 

THE POPULATION, THE AIM 

WILL BE TO BENCHMARK 

THE BEST AND AIM AS 

HIGH AS POSSIBLE. FOR ALL 

ASPECTS OF ROTHERHAM, 

WHETHER ECONOMIC OR 

COMMUNITY, ‘EXCELLENCE’ 

WILL ALWAYS BE ‘BUILT IN’.







LIVING
GREEN
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and be known as a working town, the area is one 

of countryside with fantastic landscapes and 

views. If one just considers the borough, 70% of 

it is rural. So although you are next door to a city 

and well located for connectivity, this is a place 

where you can enjoy the green environment and 

find space to breathe.



This is a fantastic place to live whether you are 

starting on the property ladder, bringing up a family 

or winding down in later life. There are a choice of 

places to live including new developments, in the 

town centre or out in the villages and countryside. 

What’s great about the Rotherham area is that it offers 

fantastic value for money, you’re never more than a 

few minutes from the countryside and you have easy 

access to Leeds, Sheffield and the North of England.

There are ambitious plans for the town centre which 

will make it a quality destination with a

The river will be brought back to life providing a great 

backdrop for waterfront living. This will build on the 

stunning historic architecture from the Minster to 

the Three Cranes, as well as recent investments 

in the town including the new station and Tesco 

development. Whilst the surroundings of Rotherham 

are gloriously green, the centre also boasts plenty 

of quality green space with popular parks such as 

Clifton Park which hosts the much loved Museum,  

Rotherham Show and a series of events throughout 

the year.

THEATRE, CINEMA,  

GALLERY, HOTEL AND 

QUALITY PLACES TO EAT, 

DRINK AND SOCIALISE. 





There’s no reason to be short of things to do or places 

to visit or see as this area has something for everyone. 

You can enjoy the grandeur of Wentworth Woodhouse, 

the UK’s largest private house which has exciting 

plans to recapture its former glory, be inspired by the 

romance of Conisbrough Castle or enjoy the setting 

and completeness of the Cistercian Roche Abbey. 

You can enjoy access to country parks including 

Thrybergh, Ulley and the famous Sherwood Forest.

If you want activity in your life, the area boasts some 

fantastic golf courses and many walking and cycling 

trails throughout the borough with the glories of the 

Peak District just up the road.

ROTHER VALLEY COUNTRY 

PARK IS A WONDERFUL 

GREEN AND BLUE OASIS FOR 

ALL THE FAMILY WITH SO 

MUCH TO DO FROM A SIMPLE 

STROLL OR MOUNTAIN 

BIKING TO WINDSURFING, 

ZORBING AND CABLE 

WATER SKIING! 





THE 

‘BIG IDEA’ 

FOR THE 

ROTHERHAM 

STORY



The ‘big idea’ is a more emotional and behavioural 

statement of intent for Rotherham and  

the surrounding area that sits above and alongside  

the themes. It projects what the place is about,  

what it stands for and what matters. 

THIS IS NOT A STRAP LINE  

OR MARKETING MESSAGE, 

IT IS A ‘STRATEGIC 

SIGNATURE’ FOR 

ROTHERHAM AS IT 

DEVELOPS AND GROWS 

AS A PLACE.



ROTHERHAM: 

PUSHING 

BOUNDARIES



ROTHERHAM IS A TOWN 

AND AREA WITH AMBITION. 

AS IT SEEKS TO PROSPER 

AND BUILD ON PAST 

SUCCESSES IT KNOWS 

IT NEEDS TO ‘DO THINGS 

DIFFERENTLY’ AND MAKE 

FULL USE OF ITS ASSETS.

Rotherham wants to grow its close relationship with 

Sheffield by further developing and promoting the 

AMP and AMID creating a beacon of manufacturing 

excellence linked to the universities; develop stronger 

business links with the city and make full use of the 

retail, cultural and leisure amenities on offer.
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Rotherham wants to raise the bar in everything 

it does, from improving educational performance 

to regenerating the town centre. The watch word 

is ‘excellence’ and to achieve that the town will 

always seek to find the best examples of delivery 

and ensure they are uniquely Rotherham.
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‘Team Rotherham’ approach with everyone on 

board and there will be a real focus in reaching 

out to businesses to fully engage them in the 

journey of creating a thriving place. The private 

sector has a huge role to play in developing the 

town and area and shouting about what it has to 

offer around the world. 

Rotherham is thinking bigger and wider about 

the relationships that will determine its future 

success; focussing on its young people, skills 

development and building on the manufacturing 

excellence it possesses; creating a ‘place led’ 

approach for what it does and ensuring that it is a 

town where you want to grow your life and that of 

your family.












